 Ideas for working with low level students

~
SPEAKING
· A casual conversation the first 5 min. is golden!

· Share photos

· Talk about photos in magazines (example, National Geographic)

· Discuss grocery store ads, fliers, etc.

· Practice past tense: What did you do last weekend? in the Fall? last year?

· Speak slowly; allow plenty of “wait time” for student to respond

PRONUNCIATION
· Don't over-correct; focus upon one or two sounds per session
· Difficult sounds for some speakers: B/P, TH/F, R (not rolled), V/W; final consonants; final “s”

· Final consonants and final “s” are key to being understood → enforce this consistently when reading

· If you don't understand, ask student to: spell the word, draw it, describe it

READING
· Talk about the title: What do you think we will read about?

· Do a picture walk: Talk about pictures before reading any words

· Read to the student; have the student just listen without the text, or have the student follow along with the text as you read

· Read together with the student; define new vocabulary words

· Let student trying reading alone; support student with difficult words

· Talk about the text: What are your thoughts? What do you see in your mind?

· Have student retell the story without looking at the text (this is a difficult skill!)

· Retelling one step further; have student write 3 or 4 sentences about the text

· Practice new vocabulary words: Can the student use the new words in a way that relates to his/her life?

· Vocabulary Journal: keep track of new vocabulary words; revisit words often
WRITING
· Do a little bit each session; a most difficult skill for many students! Practice, practice, practice

· Choose only a few things to edit / focus upon

· Editing choices: capitalization, periods, subject/verb agreement (does the verb need an “s”?), plurals, simple tenses (past, present, future)

· Make writing personal; write about family, work, the home, the neighborhood, daily routines, the weekend

· Remember: Practice what is being taught in the classroom. Grammar explanations are for teachers to tackle. (It can get messy!)

SPELLING
· Letter names? Practice spelling names of family members, words in addresses, place of employment, common places in Portland 

· Letter sounds? Help students identify the sounds each letter makes; begin with short vowel sounds (the most difficult to decipher) .. Refer to Key Words Chart

· Practice spelling 3-letter words: cat, can, man, mad, mud, bud, bed, bid, bit, etc.

· Refer to High Frequency Word List; practice spelling 10 words / week

· Dictation: Practice saying short sentences (5 words) to student and student writes what s/he hears (most students LOVE dictation!)

· Help students sound out short words that are decodable (the sounds match the Key Words Chart) so they learn to “listen” for the order in which sounds appear in the word, an important skill!

LIFE SKILLS
· Personal information (name, address, date of birth, etc.)

· Spelling of family members' names / birth dates of children

· Filling out an application

· Reading food labels

· Price comparing; Money
· Reading signs in a building or store; street signs
· Answering the phone; making appointments

· Writing a note to a child's teacher
MATERIALS
Low level readers for adults are challenging to find! Here are a few:
· Scholastic Leveled Nonfiction (Levels 1 and 2)
· National Geographic Easy Readers (Teacher Resources bookshelves)
· Frog and Toad

· Little Bear (some women who have children appreciate the humor in this)

Phonics-based nonfiction readers (Burbank library):
· Sam and Pat, Talk of the Block, and Very Easy True Stories – please note that teachers currently use these stories in their classrooms, so I suggest these with a bit of hesitation. Please check with the classroom teacher first to avoid duplication of stories.

RESOURCES
· Volunteers are welcome to use Teacher Resources (see bookshelves in Teacher's Room)

· All books need to stay in the building; feel free to make copies of pages you find to be useful

ONLINE RESOURCES
http://blogs.portlandschools.org/haler/
The ever evolving blog of PAE's ESOL Dept. Click on “Benchmarks” to understand the goals your level of student is working toward in class. You can also find the PAE “Calendar” here.

http://robinseslblog.blogspot.com/
Robin Lovrien has studied and worked extensively with the low level adult ESOL population. Her website offers insight about the struggles many of our learners have, and also helpful approaches to working with this type of student.

http://www.newsinlevels.com/#
Short current events stories published at three different levels of text difficulty: Levels 1, 2 and 3. Soon to come: Level 0.

Information compiled by PAE ESOL Instructor, Rochelle Yanike Hale (2014) 
